
 
MCS AGE 23 SWEEP: SURVEY OF PARENTS AND CARERS 

Revised questionnaire 
 

Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

Household / Living situation 

1 ASK ALL 
 

The next questions are about who you are 
currently living with. How many people do 
you currently live with? Please include 
yourself. 
HELP SCREEN: <b>Who counts as living 
with me?</b> 
By ’living with you’ we mean someone who 
usually shares meals or living 
accommodation with you. 
Include: 

• Any children regularly living in the 
household for some of the times, e.g. 
where overnight residence/’custody’ is 
shared between you and another 
parent, or e.g. child part-time in 
residential care 

• Anyone who regularly stays overnight, 
e.g. for one or two nights a week 

• Children under 16 studying away from 
home but returning home at weekends 
or during school holidays 

• Anyone temporarily away from home 
but expected to return within 6 
months, e.g. on holiday, in hospital, for 
work, in prison 

1..20  CLS COVID 
Surveys 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

• Boarders- people who pay rent for a 
room and for whom meals are 
provided 

Exclude: 

• Anyone away from home full-time for 6 
months or more continuously 

• Children aged 16 or more studying 
away from home 

• Children living elsewhere in full-time 
care of local authority, in residential 
home or with foster parents 

• Anyone in long-stay institutions for 
disabled children or adults 

• - Lodgers- people who rent a room but 
whose meals are not provided} 

2 IF PARENT DOES 
NOT LIVE ALONE 
 

Does {NAME OF COHORT MEMBER} 
currently live with you? Please answer yes if 
they stay in the household for more than 6 
months a year (or more than 3 days a week) 

HELP SCREEN: <b>Who counts as living 
with me?</b> 
By ’living with you’ we mean someone who 
usually shares meals or living 
accommodation with you. 
Include: 

• Any children regularly living in the 
household for some of the times, e.g. 
where overnight residence/’custody’ is 
shared between you and another 

1. Yes 
2. No 

This question has 
been amended to 
add an instruction to 
allow for people 
temporarily living in 
the house. The 
instruction is the 
same as that given at 
MCS8. 

NEW 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

parent, or e.g. child part-time in 
residential care 

• Anyone who regularly stays overnight, 
e.g. for one or two nights a week 

• Children under 16 studying away from 
home but returning home at weekends 
or during school holidays 

• Anyone temporarily away from home 
but expected to return within 6 
months, e.g. on holiday, in hospital, for 
work, in prison 

• Boarders- people who pay rent for a 
room and for whom meals are 
provided 

Exclude: 

• Anyone away from home full-time for 6 
months or more continuously 

• Children aged 16 or more studying 
away from home 

• Children living elsewhere in full-time 
care of local authority, in residential 
home or with foster parents 

• Anyone in long-stay institutions for 
disabled children or adults 

• - Lodgers- people who rent a room but 
whose meals are not provided} 
 

3 IF PARENT DOES 
NOT LIVE ALONE  

Who {else} do you currently live with? 
 
Please include  

1. Husband/Wife/Cohab
iting Partner 

2. Children (including 
adult children, step-
children, adopted 

This question has 
been amended to 
add an instruction to 
allow for people 
temporarily living in 
the house. The 

CLS COVID 
Surveys 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

anyone who stays in the household for more 
than 6 months a year (or more than 3 days 
a week). 

Any students if this is their term time 
address. 

Any children where there is a shared 
custody arrangement and who stay here 
regularly as part of that arrangement. 

Any lodgers who spend more than 6 months 
a year here. 

Anyone who is temporarily away in hospital, 
prison or another similar institution but is 
expected to return within 6 months. 

Do not include 

-anyone who regularly stays away from the 
household for more than 6 months a year 
(or more than 4 nights a week). 

- students who are only staying here during 
the holidays but expect to return to college 
or university at the start of the next term. 

- lodgers who spend less than 6 months a 
year here. 

- anyone who is expected to be away for 
more than 6 months. 

children, foster 
children or any other 
children you consider 
yourself parent to) 

3. Parent or Parent-in-
law (including step-
parent or adoptive 
parent) 

4. Grandparent 
5. Grandchild 
6. Sibling 
7. Other relative 

instruction is the 
same as that given at 
MCS8. 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

4 IF PARENT LIVES 
WITH PARTNER 
 

Is your husband/wife/cohabiting partner 
{NAME OF COHORT MEMBER}’s birth, 
biological or adoptive parent? 

1. Yes 
2. No 

This question has 
been amended to 
include the phrase 
‘birth, biological or 
adoptive’ 

NEW 

5 IF PARENT LIVES 
WITH PARTNER 
 

How long have you lived with your 
husband/wife/cohabiting partner? 

1. Less than 1 year 
2. 1-3 years 
3. 3-5 years 
4. 5-10 years 
5. 11-15 years 
6. 15-20 years 
7. More than 20 years 

 NEW 

6. ASK ALL  What is your current marital status? 1. Single (never married 
or never in a Civil 
Partnership) 

2. Married 
3. Divorced 
4. Legally separated 
5. Widowed 
6. A Civil Partner in a 

legally recognised 
Civil Partnership 

7. A former Civil Partner 
(where Civil 
Partnership legally 
dissolved) 

 NCDS/BCS70 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

8. A surviving Civil 
Partner (where Civil 
Partner has died) 

7 IF PARENT LIVES 
WITH CHILDREN 
 

How many children do you have living with 
you {other than NAME OF COHORT 
MEMBER}? Please include adult children, 
step-children, adopted children, foster 
children or any other children you consider 
yourself parent to. 

1..20  CLS COVID 
Surveys 

8 IF PARENT LIVES 
WITH CHILDREN 

Loop through children to collect ages   CLS COVID 
Surveys 

9 ASK ALL 
 

Do you have any children {other than NAME 
OF COHORT MEMBER} who you do not 
live with? Please include adult children, 
step-children, adopted children, foster 
children or any other children you consider 
yourself parent to 

1. Yes 
2. No 

 CLS COVID 
Surveys 

10 IF PARENT HAS 
CHILDREN NOT 
LIVED WITH 
 

How many children do you have who you do 
not live with {other than NAME OF 
COHORT MEMBER}? Please include adult 
children, step-children, adopted children, 
foster children or any other children you 
consider yourself parent to. 

1..20  CLS COVID 
Surveys 

11 IF PARENT HAS 
CHILDREN NOT 
LIVED WITH 
 

Loop through children to collect ages   CLS COVID 
Surveys 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

12 IF PARENT DOES 
NOT LIVE WITH 
PARTNER 
 

Are you in a relationship with someone at 
the moment?  

1. Yes 
2. No 

 NCDS/BCS70 

13 ASK ALL 
 

Which of the following best describes your 
current accommodation? 

1. A house or bungalow 
2. A flat or maisonette 
3. A studio flat 
4. A room/rooms 
5. Something else 

 MCS 

14 ASK ALL 
 

How many rooms are there in the home 
where you are currently living, not counting 
kitchens, bathrooms, toilets, utility rooms, 
halls and garages? Please do not include 
conservatories unless they are used as a 
living room all year round. 

1..20  MCS 



MCS Survey of Parents & Carers – Revised questionnaire |  8 

Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

15 ASK ALL Do you own or rent your home or have 
some other arrangement?  

1. Own - outright 
2. Own - buying with 

help of a 
mortgage/loan 

3. Pay part rent and part 
mortgage (shared or 
equity ownership) 

4. Rent (includes all 
those who are on 
Housing Benefit or 
Local Housing 
Allowance)  

5. Live rent-free, 
including rent-free in 
parent or relative’s or 
friend’s property 
(exclude squatting)  

6. Squatting 
7. Other 

 MCS 

16 IF RENTS 
 

Who do you rent your home from? 1. Local Authority  
2. Housing Association  
3. Private landlord  
4. Someone else 

 MCS 

16a IF CM LIVES WITH 
PARENT 
 

Has {NAME OF COHORT MEMBER} ever 
moved out of your home for at least a 
month?  Please include going away to 
University and travelling.    

1. Yes 
2. No 

 NEW 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

17 IF CM DOES NOT 
LIVE WITH PARENT 
OR HAS MOVED 
OUT PREVIOUSLY 
 

Since {NAME OF COHORT MEMBER was 
16, how many years have they spent living 
away from your home?  Please include 
going to University and time spent travelling. 

1. Less than 1 year 
2. 1-2 years 
3. 3-5 years 
4. More than 5 years 

 MODIFIED 
FROM NEXT 
STEPS AGE 
25 

18 IF CM LIVES WITH 
PARENT 
 

What is the main reason that {NAME OF 
COHORT MEMBER} currently lives with 
you?   

1. They are still in 
education or training 

2. They are looking for a 
job 

3. They are working but 
cannot afford to live 
independently 

4. They are saving 
money for a major 
purchase (e.g., 
home, car, travel) 

5. They prefer living at 
home for personal or 
cultural reasons 

6. For health or mental 
health reasons 

7. They have caring 
responsibilities for 
someone in the 
household (e.g., for a 
family member or 
sibling) 

8. Other (specify) 

The answer category 
list for this has been 
completely revised. 

MODIFIED 
FROM NEXT 
STEPS  

19 IF CM DOES NOT 
LIVE WITH PARENT 
 

How likely do you think it is that {NAME} will 
move back in with you in the next three 
years for a period of six months or longer?   

1. Very likely 
2. Fairly likely 
3. Fairly unlikely 

The time period for 
this question has 
been revised. 

NEW 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

4. Very unlikely 

20 ASK IF LIVES WITH 
PARENTS  

Overall, how do you feel about {NAME of 
CM} living with you? 

1. Very happy 
2. Fairly happy 
3. Fairly unhappy 
4. Very unhappy 

This is now asked 
only of those living 
with parents and 
refers not to the 
accommodation itself 
but satisfaction with 
CM living with you 
(original question was 
how happy you are 
with your 
accommodation?) 
 

NEW  

Economic activity and income 
21 ASK ALL Which of these best describes what you are 

currently doing?  
 
If you are temporarily not in work, 
education, or training (due to parental leave 
or sick leave), please tell us what you were 
doing immediately before this period of 
temporary leave. 

1. Employee - in paid 
work 

2. Self employed 
3. In unpaid/voluntary 

work 
4. Unemployed 
5. Education: 

school/college/univer
sity 

6. Apprenticeship 
7. On a government 

scheme for 
employment training 

8. Sick or disabled 

 MCS 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

9. Looking after home 
or family 

10. Something else 

22 IF EMPLOYEE, 
SELF-EMPLOYED, 
UNPAID/ 
VOLUNTARY 
WORK/ 
APPRENTICESHIP 

The next questions are about your current 
job (including unpaid voluntary work and 
apprenticeships). If you have more than one 
job, please think about your main job when 
answering these questions.   
Are you working full-time or part-time? 

1. Full-time (30 or more 
hours a week) 

2. Part-time (under 30 
hours) 

Instruction added MCS 

NEW 1 
 

IF EMPLOYEE, 
SELF-EMPLOYED, 
UNPAID/ 
VOLUNTARY 
WORK/ 
APPRENTICESHIP 
(10) 

What is {‘your current job title’; ‘the job title 
for the unpaid/voluntary work you are 
doing'; ‘the title of the job you are being 
trained to do’}?    
 

OPEN TEXT New question added 
to allow for 
occupation coding. 

 

NEW 2  
  
 

IF EMPLOYEE, 
SELF-EMPLOYED, 
UNPAID/ 
VOLUNTARY 
WORK/ 
APPRENTICESHIP 
(20) 

Please describe in your own words what 
you mainly do in: ‘your job’/  ‘the 
unpaid/voluntary work you are doing’/‘the 
job you are being trained to do’.   
   
Please describe in detail (for example the 
type of work, the department you are in, and 
what level you work at).   

OPEN TEXT New question added 
to allow for 
occupation coding. 

 

NEW 3 IF EMPLOYEE, 
SELF-EMPLOYED, 
UNPAID/ 
VOLUNTARY 

‘What does your firm or organisation’/ ‘What 
does the firm or organisation you do 
unpaid/voluntary work for‘/ ‘What does the 

OPEN TEXT New question added 
to allow for coding. 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

WORK/ 
APPRENTICESHIP 
(20) 

firm or organisation where you are being 
trained’} mainly make or do?   
   
Please describe in detail (for example 
manufacturing, processing or distribution, 
goods produced, materials used, wholesale 
or retail).   
   
(If self employed work for yourself / are a 
freelancer, please describe what you do.')   
 

NEW 4 If employed In your main job, do you have a zero hours 
contract?  

1. Yes  
2. No 

New question   

24 IF PARENT LIVES 
WITH PARTNER 
 

Which of these best describes what your 
husband/wife/cohabiting partner is currently 
doing? 
If they are temporarily not in work, 
education, or training (due to parental leave 
or sick leave), please tell us what they were 
doing immediately before this period of 
temporary leave. 

1. Employee - in paid 
work 

2. Self employed 
3. In unpaid/voluntary 

work 
4. Unemployed 
5. Education: 

school/college/univer
sity 

6. Apprenticeship 
7. On a government 

scheme for 
employment training 

8. Sick or disabled 
9. Looking after home 

or family 
10. Something else 

New question added 
to allow for partner 
SOC coding. 

MCS 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

25 IF PARTNER IS 
EMPLOYEE, SELF-
EMPLOYED, 
UNPAID/ 
VOLUNTARY 
WORK/ 
APPRENTICESHIP 

Is your husband/wife/cohabiting working full-
time or part-time? 

1. Full-time (30 or more 
hours a week) 

2. Part-time (under 30 
hours) 

New question added 
to allow for partner 
SOC coding. 
 

MCS 

NEW 5 IF PARTNER IS 
EMPLOYEE, SELF-
EMPLOYED, 
UNPAID/ 
VOLUNTARY 
WORK/ 
APPRENTICESHIP 
(7) 

What is {‘your partners current job title’;  'the 
job title for the unpaid/voluntary work you 
are doing';  ‘the title of the job you are being 
trained to do’}?    
 

OPEN TEXT New question added 
to allow for partner 
SOC coding. 

 

NEW 6 
  
 

IF PARTNER IS 
EMPLOYEE, SELF-
EMPLOYED, 
UNPAID/ 
VOLUNTARY 
WORK/ 
APPRENTICESHIP 
(10) 

Please describe in your own words what 
your partner  mainly does in { ‘their job’/ ‘the 
unpaid/voluntary work they are doing’/ ‘the 
job your partner is being trained to do’}.   
   
Please describe in detail (for example the 
type of work, the department they are in, 
and what level they work at).   
 

OPEN TEXT New question added 
to allow for partner 
SOC coding. 

 

NEW 7 IF PARTNER IS 
EMPLOYEE, SELF-
EMPLOYED, 
UNPAID/ 
VOLUNTARY 

What does your partners firm or 
organisation’/ ‘What does the firm or 
organisation your partner does 
unpaid/voluntary work for‘/ ‘What does the 

OPEN TEXT New question added 
to allow for partner 
SOC coding. 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

WORK/ 
APPRENTICESHIP 

firm or organisation where you are being 
trained’} mainly make or do?   
   
Please describe in detail (for example 
manufacturing, processing or distribution, 
goods produced, materials used, wholesale 
or retail).   
 
(If self employed  or your partner works for  
themselves / is a freelancer, please 
describe what they do.')   
 

NEW 8 If PARTNER 
employed  

In your partner’s main job, does he/she 
have a zero hours contract?  

1. YES 
2. NO 

New question   

26 ASK ALL How much is your {and your partner’s} take-
home income from earnings, benefits and 
any other source of regular income, after tax 
and deductions? You can give a weekly, 
fortnightly, monthly or annual amount. 
When answering this question please 
remember to include: 

• All income from paid work 
• All benefits and tax credits 
• Income from investments, including 

interest on savings  
• Rent from boarders, lodgers or sub-

tenants/rent from other property  
• Pensions  

Banded 
weekly/fortnightly/monthl
y/annual amounts tbc 

Note that in the final 
version of the 
questionnaire this will 
be split into two 
questions: first asking 
the time period and 
then the bands. 

CLS COVID 
Surveys 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

• Any financial help you receive from 
relatives or friends  

• Any regular sources of income. 

27 ASK ALL 
 

How well would you say you {and your 
partner} are managing financially these 
days? 

1. Living comfortably 
2. Doing alright 
3. Just about getting by 
4. Finding it quite 

difficult 
5. Finding it very difficult 

 MCS 

28 ASK ALL 
 

Since {NAME} turned 18, have you {or your 
partner} given money for, or paid for, any of 
the following for {NAME}? 
CODE ALL THAT APPLY 
 
 
DO NOT INCLUDE LOANS FOR WHICH 
YOU EXPECT TO BE REPAID 

 Purchasing a home 
(e.g. deposit, help with 
buying a property, legal 
fees) 
 Rent or ongoing 
housing costs (e.g. rent 
payments, mortgage 
contributions, utilities, 
council tax) 
 Food or groceries (e.g. 
regular food shops, meal 
money) 
 Education-related 
costs (e.g. tuition fees, 
living expenses, course 
materials, student loan 
repayments) 
 Health or dental 
expenses (e.g. private 

This has been 
radically changed: 
the time period is 
now specified as 
since the cohort 
member turned 18; 
the answer codes 
have completely 
overhauled and have 
balanced various 
comments around 
education, housing, 
transport and other 
costs; we have also 
include partners in 
the question wording; 
there is no longer a 
£1000 threshold 
here; there is a clear 
code all that apply 
instruction; there is 
an instruction not to 

NEW 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

healthcare, dental 
treatment, prescriptions) 
 Transport or travel 
(e.g. buying a car, car 
insurance, petrol, public 
transport, season tickets) 
 Debt repayments 
(excluding student 
loans) (e.g. credit cards, 
overdrafts, personal loans) 
 Savings or 
investments (e.g. 
contributions to savings 
accounts, ISAs, pensions, 
stocks) 
 Personal or leisure 
spending (e.g. holidays, 
clothing, hobbies, 
entertainment) 
 Business or career 
start-up costs (e.g. 
equipment, training, 
setting up a business) 

 
Other - specify 

 

include loans where 
the parent expects to 
be repaid. 

29 IF PARENT HAS 
GIVEN MONEY 

In total how much have you {or your 
partner} given {NAME OF CM} since they 
turned 18?  

 Less than £1,000 
 £1,000 – £4,999 
 £5,000 – £9,999 

We no longer 
separate out amounts 
given for each 
separate category 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

FOR ANY OF THE 
ABOVE 

Do not include loans you expect to be 
repaid. 
 

 £10,000 – £19,999 
 £20,000 – £49,999 
 £50,000 – £99,999 
 £100,000 or more 

 

(this was felt to be to 
onerous) and asked 
for an overall banded 
total. There is also an 
instruction about not 
including loans which 
the parent has given 
but expect to be 
repaid. 

Parent relationship with cohort member 
30 IF CM NOT IN 

HOUSEHOLD 
How far is it between where you live and 
where {NAME OF COHORT MEMBER} 
lives? 

1. Less than 1 mile 
2. 1-2 miles 
3. 3-5 miles 
4. 6-10 miles 
5. 11-20 miles 
6. 21-50 miles 
7. 51-100 miles 
8. More than 100 miles 
9. We live in different 

countries 

 NEW 

31 IF CM NOT IN 
HOUSEHOLD 

How often do you meet up with {NAME OF 
COHORT MEMBER} in person? 
 
 

1. Every day 
2. Several times a week 
3. Once or twice a week 
4. Once or twice a 

month 
5. Every few months 

We have added a 
question so that we 
can see amount of 
contact for both the 
surveyed parent and 
their partner 
separately 

BCS70 Age 
51 Survey 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

6. Once or twice a year 
7. Less than once a 

year 

NEW 9 IF CM NOT IN 
HOUSEHOLD AND 
PARENT HAS A 
RESIDENT  
PARTNER 

How often does your 
husband/wife/partner meet up with {NAME 
OF COHORT MEMBER} in person? 

1. Every day 
2. Several times a week 
3. Once or twice a week 
4. Once or twice a 

month 
5. Every few months 
6. Once or twice a year 
7. Less than once a 

year 
 

We have added a 
question so that we 
can see amount of 
contact for both the 
surveyed parent and 
their partner 
separately. 

 

32 IF CM NOT IN 
HOUSEHOLD 

How often do you  have contact with 
{NAME OF COHORT MEMBER} in other 
ways besides meeting up in person. Include 
phoning, writing, emailing, text messaging, 
video calling such as Zoom or Facetime, or 
using social media such as Facebook or 
WhatsApp? 
 

1. Every day 
2. Several times a week 
3. Once or twice a week 
4. Once or twice a 

month 
5. Every few months 
6. Once or twice a year 
7. Less than once a 

year 

We have added a 
question so that we 
can see amount of 
contact for both the 
surveyed parent and 
their partner 
separately 

BCS70 Age 
51 Survey 

NEW 10 IF CM NOT IN 
HOUSEHOLD AND 
PARENT HAS A 

How often does your 
husband/wife/partner have contact with 
{NAME OF COHORT MEMBER} in other 

1. Every day 
2. Several times a week 

We have added a 
question so that we 
can see amount of 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

RESIDENT 
PARTNER 

ways besides meeting up in person. Include 
phoning, writing, emailing, text messaging, 
video calling such as Zoom or Facetime, or 
using social media such as Facebook or 
WhatsApp? 
 

3. Once or twice a week 
4. Once or twice a 

month 
5. Every few months 
6. Once or twice a year 
7. Less than once a 

year 

contact for both the 
surveyed parent and 
their partner 
separately 

33 ASK ALL Overall, how close would you say you are to 
{NAME OF COHORT MEMBER}? 

1. Not very close 
2. Fairly close 
3. Very close 
4. Extremely close 

 MCS 

34 ASK ALL On a scale from 1 to 7, where ‘1’ means that 
you are ‘very unhappy’ and ‘7’ means that 
you are ‘very happy’, how happy is your 
relationship with {NAME OF COHORT 
MEMBER} at the moment, all things 
considered? 

1..7  CLS COVID 
SURVEYS 

35 ASK ALL How often do you and {NAME OF COHORT 
MEMBER} talk about personal matters, 
such as problems or private feelings?  
 

1. Every day 
2. Several times a week 
3. Once or twice a week 
4. Once or twice a 

month 
5. Every few months 
6. Once or twice a year 

 NEW 
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number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

7. Less than once a 
year 

36 ASK ALL How often do you and {NAME OF COHORT 
MEMBER} argue?  
 

1. Every day 
2. Several times a week 
3. Once or twice a week 
4. Once or twice a 

month 
5. Every few months 
6. Once or twice a year 
7. Less than once a 

year 

 NEW 

37  Does {NAME] have any children? 
Please include step-children, adopted 
children, foster children or any other 
children they consider themselves parent to 

1. Yes 
2. No 

This now contains a 
specific instruction to 
include step, adopted 
or any other children 
that the cohort 
member considers to 
be their own. 

 

NEW 11 IF COHORT 
MEMBER HAS 
CHILDREN 

Do you (or your partner) provide childcare 
for {NAME}’s children? 

1. Yes 
2. No 

We wanted to 
separate out 
childcare and then 
ask a specific follow 
up about amounts of 
childcare as this form 
of help is of key 
interest. 
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Question 
number Routing Question Answer options Amends Source 

NEW 12 IF COHORT 
MEMBER HAS 
CHILDREN 
AND PARENT SAYS 
THEY OR 
PARTNER 
PROVIDE 
CHILDCARE 

How often do you (or your partner) provide 
childcare? 
 

1. Daily 
2. Several times a week 
3. Once a week 
4. A few times a month 
5. Occasionally (less 

than once a month) 

  

NEW 13  Do you or your partner provide [NAME of 
cohort member] with advice on any of the 
following nowadays? 

1. Financial advice (e.g. 
explaining how to go 
about taking out a 
loan or mortgage, 
advice on savings or 
investments, advice 
on how to budget) 

2. Job/careers advice 
(e.g. talking through 
career options, 
reading over job 
applications, 
broadening 
professional network) 

3. Practical advice (e.g. 
how to repair a home 
appliance or how to 
decorate a room) 

4. Relationship advice  
5. (IF CM has children) 

parenting advice 

We now have a 
separate question for 
childcare and advice 
but we no longer 
have other kinds of 
help because we felt 
that many of these 
were very 
problematic to 
include when CM 
lives with parent  
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6. Other types of advice 
(describe) 

7. None of the above 

NEW 14  Does your husband/wife/partner provide 
[NAME of cohort member] with advice on 
any of the following nowadays? 
 

1. Financial advice (e.g. 
explaining how to go 
about taking out a 
loan or mortgage, 
advice on savings or 
investments, advice 
on how to budget) 

2. Job/careers advice 
(e.g. talking through 
career options, 
reading over job 
applications, 
broadening 
professional network) 

3. Practical advice (e.g. 
how to repair a home 
appliance or how to 
decorate a room) 

4. Relationship advice  
5. (IF CM has children) 

parenting advice 
6. Other types of advice 

(describe) 
7. None of the above 

This new question 
focuses just on 
advice.  

 

Parent health and health behaviours  
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41 ASK ALL  Would you say that your health generally 
is...? 

1. Excellent 
2. Very good 
3. Good 
4. Fair 
5. Poor 

 MCS 

42 ASK ALL  Do you have any physical or mental health 
conditions or illnesses lasting or expected to 
last 12 months or more? 

1. Yes 
2. No 

 MCS 

43 ASK ALL On a scale from 0 to 10, where '0' means 
that you are completely dissatisfied and '10' 
means that you are completely satisfied 
please enter the number which corresponds 
with how satisfied or dissatisfied you are 
with the way life has turned out so far? 

1…10  MCS 

44 ASK ALL KESSLER-6 
During the last 30 days, about how often did 
you feel so depressed that nothing could 
cheer you up? 
During the last 30 days, about how often did 
you feel hopeless? 
During the last 30 days, about how often did 
you feel restless or fidgety? 
During the last 30 days, about how often did 
you feel that everything was an effort? 
During the last 30 days, about how often did 
you feel worthless? 

1. All of the time 
2. Most of the time 
3. Some of the time 
4. A little of the time 
5. None of the time 

 KESSLER-6 
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During the last 30 days, about how often did 
you feel nervous? 

45 ASK ALL 
 

GAD-2 / PHQ-2 
The next questions are concerned with how 
you have been feeling over the last 2 
weeks. 
Over the last 2 weeks, how often have you 
been bothered by the following problems: 

• Feeling nervous, anxious or on edge? 
• Not been able to stop or control 

worrying? 
• Little interest or pleasure in doing 

things? 
• Feeling down, depressed or hopeless? 

1. Not at all 
2. Several days 
3. More than half the 

days 
4. Nearly every day 

 GAD-2/PHQ-2 

46 ASK ALL 
 

Please read the following statements 
carefully and decide which ONE best 
describes you. Do not include vaping (using 
e-cigarettes). 

1. I've never smoked 
cigarettes 

2. I used to smoke 
cigarettes but don't at 
all now 

3. I now smoke 
cigarettes 
occasionally but not 
every day 

4. I smoke cigarettes 
every day 

 MCS 

47 ASK ALL Please read the following statements 
carefully and decide which ONE best 
describes you. 

1. I have never vaped / 
used an e-cigarette 

 MCS 
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2. I have vaped / used 
an e-cigarette but 
don't at all now 

3. I now vape / use an 
e-cigarette 
occasionally but not 
every day 

4. I vape / use an e-
cigarette every day 

48 ASK ALL 
 

How often do you have a drink that contains 
alcohol? 

1. 4 or more times a 
week 

2. 2-3 times a week 
3. 2-4 times per month 
4. Monthly or less 
5. Never 

 AUDIT-PC 
(used in MCS) 

49 IF EVER DRINKS 
ALCOHOL 
 

How many drinks containing alcohol do you 
have on a typical day when you are 
drinking? 

1. 1-2 
2. 3-4 
3. 5-6 
4. 7-9 
5. 10 or more 

 AUDIT-PC 
(used in MCS) 

50 IF EVER DRINKS 
ALCOHOL 
 

How often have you had {IF FEMALE: six / 
IF MALE: eight} or more drinks on one 
occasion in the past year? 

1. Never 
2. Less than monthly 
3. Monthly 
4. Weekly 
5. Daily or almost daily 

 AUDIT-PC 
(used in MCS) 
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NEW 15 ASK ALL The next question is about your height. 
Would you prefer to answer in metres and 
centimetres or in feet and inches?  
 

1. Metres and 
centimetres 

2. Feet and inches 
3. Prefer not to give 

height 

This set of questions 
has been introduced 
following consultation 
to collect height and 
weight information 
from parents. 

 
MCS 8 

NEW 16 ASK IF CHOSE TO 
GIVE HEIGHT IN 
METRES AND 
CENTIMETRES  

How tall are you without shoes?  
If you are unsure, please give your best 
estimate. 

 This set of questions 
has been introduced 
following consultation 
to collect height and 
weight information 
from parents. 
 

MCS 8 

NEW 17 ASK IF CHOSE TO 
GIVE IN FEET AND 
INCHES 
 

How tall are you without shoes?  
If you are unsure, please give your best 
estimate 

 This set of questions 
has been introduced 
following consultation 
to collect height and 
weight information 
from parents. 
 

 

 
NEW 18 

 The next question is about your weight. 
Would you prefer to answer in kilograms or 
in stones and pounds?  

1. Kilograms 
2. Stones and pounds 
3. Prefer not to give 

weight 

This set of questions 
has been introduced 
following consultation 
to collect height and 
weight information 
from parents 
 

MCS 8 
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NEW 19 If said kilograms What is your weight without clothes in 
kilograms?  

 This set of questions 
has been introduced 
following consultation 
to collect height and 
weight information 
from parents. 

MCS 8 

NEW 20 If said stones and 
pounds 

What is your weight without clothes in 
stones and pounds?  
 

  MCS 8 

NEW 21  ASK ALL The next set of questions is a list of opinions 
about political issues. Please select the 
button that corresponds with how much you 
agree or disagree with each statement   
 
Government should redistribute income 
from the better off to those who are less 
well off   
 

1. Strongly agree   
2. Agree   
3. Neither agree nor 

disagree   
4. Disagree   
5. Strongly disagree   

 

This new question 
has been introduced 
following consultation 
and aims to allow for 
study on generational 
transfer of attitudes. 
 

MCS 8 

NEW 22 ASK ALL Democracy may have its problems but it 
is the best system of government.   
 

1. Strongly agree   
2. Agree   
3. Neither agree nor 

disagree   
4. Disagree   
5. Strongly disagree   

This new question 
has been introduced 
following consultation 
and aims to allow for 
study on generational 
transfer of attitudes. 
 

MCS 8 

NEW 23 ASK ALL How democratic is the UK today? Please 
answer on a scale of 0-10, where 10 means 

0 – Not at all democratic   
1 

This new question 
has been introduced 
following consultation 

MCS 8 
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very democratic and 0 means not at all 
democratic.  

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 – Very democratic   

and aims to allow for 
study on generational 
transfer of attitudes. 
 

NEW 24 ASK ALL The next questions relate to opinions about 
the environment. Please select the button 
that corresponds with how much you agree 
or disagree with each statement.  
  
Problems in the environment are not as 
serious as people claim  
 

1. Strongly agree   
2. Agree   
3. Neither agree nor 

disagree   
4. Disagree   
5. Strongly disagree   

This new question 
has been introduced 
following consultation 
and aims to allow for 
study on generational 
transfer of attitudes. 
 

MCS 8 

NEW 25  Preserving the environment is more 
important than any other political issue 
today  

1. Strongly agree   
2. Agree   
3. Neither agree nor 

disagree   
4. Disagree   
5. Strongly disagree   

This new question 
has been introduced 
following consultation 
and aims to allow for 
study on generational 
transfer of attitudes. 

MCS 8 

NEW 26  On a normal week day, how many hours do 
you spend on social networking or 

1. None    MCS 8 
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messaging sites or apps on the internet 
such as Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, 
Instagram and Snapchat?   
 

2. Less than half an 
hour   

3. Half an hour to less 
than 1 hour   

4. 1 hour to less than 2 
hours   

5. 2 hours to less than 3 
hours   

6. 3 hours to less than 5 
hours   

7. 5 hours to less than 7 
hours   

8. 7 hours to less than 
10 hours  

9. 10 hours or more   

NEW 27 Sex assigned at 
birth 
 

What sex were you assigned at birth? 1. Male 
2. Female 

3. Prefer not to say 

This is a new 
question being asked 
following 
consultation. 

 

NEW 28 Gender identity 
 

Which of the following best describes how 
you think of yourself? 

 

1. Male 
2. Female 
3. Non-binary 
4. Other [Please write in 

the box below]  
5. Prefer not to say 

 

This new question 
has been introduced 
following feedback 
from the consultation 
and reflects the 
equivalent question 
asked at MCS 8 main 
survey 
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Note that this will 
likely be asked earlier 
on in the survey but 
final positioning has 
yet to be agreed 
 

NEW 29 Sexual identity 
 

Which of the following options best 
describes how you currently think of your 
sexuality? 

1. Heterosexual / 
Straight  

2. Gay / Lesbian  
3. Bisexual 
4. Other  
5. Prefer not to say 
6. other (describe) 

This new question 
has been introduced 
following feedback 
from the consultation 
and reflects the 
equivalent question 
asked in NCDS, 
BCS70 and Next 
Steps 

 

 

 


