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ñImagine you are now 25 years old. Write about 
the life you are leading, your interests, your 
home life and your work at the age of 25ò
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Á Social mobility

Á Cognition

Á Physical activity

What can we learn from the language used by 
11-year-olds about their future?



Á

Á

National Child Development Study

1958 1965 1969 1974 1981 1991 2000 2003 2004 2008 2013

Birth 7 11 16 23 33 42 44/45 46 50 55

17,415 15,425 15,337 14,654 12,537 11,469 11,419 9,377 9,534 9,790 9,137



Generating topics from essays

Topic= A group of highly related words and phrases.

ñI am twenty five years old and I work in a 

sports shop. My hobbies are going fishing 

and I like sea fishing best . I go shooting 

pheasants and grouse as well and 

sometimes I play foot-ball. I live in a flat and 

I am going to buy an astin martin and a 

small boat and I go sea fishing every 

sunday. When I am sea fishing I will be 

spinning for mackrel and outherr fish.I will 

buy a sports shopò
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Generating topics from essays

Each participant receives a probability score per topic:



Boys



Girls



Topics by fatherôs social class at age 11

Higher social class score Lower social class score



ñI have a good job as an engineer and live on the outskirts of the 

town. I own a large house and equipment for astronomy which is my 

favourite hobby. I have a camera, cine-camera, projector, flash-gun 

and other equipment for use in photography. I have two dogsé...ò



ñI AM Now 25 years old My Job is bilder I go to Work At Seven 

o.clock in the morning and come home at five o.clock When I Get 

home in the Evening I have My dinner and the Watch T.V. and after 

I go to bed Then at Seven o.clock I go to Work A man comes for 

me at twelve o.clock I have Some thing to eat é..ò



Topics predictive of higher future income (women)

Higher 
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Lower 
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Lower 
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Topics predictive of higher future income 
(women, including survey controls)



Do essays predict cognitive function? 


