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7. Imagine that you are now 25 years old. Werite about the life you are leading, your interests, your home life and your work
at the age of 25. (You have 30 minutes to do this).
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¥ how iIs america feeling right now?

This map shows the emotional "state” of each state at any given moment. Positive or negative sentiments are loosely determined based on an analysis of key words used
in tweets. The realtime data comes from the @PubNub Data Stream Metwork and PubNub's out-of-the-box access to the live Twitter stream.

@® More positive tweets ® Equal numbers of positive and negative tweets ® More negative tweets
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DOCHILDHOOD DFEAMS COME TRUE?

In 1969, thousands of
children were asked by
scientists to predict their

futures. Fifty years on,
what did life deal them?

IN 1969, Margaret Thatcher became  hopes and ambitions. All were part
Shadow Education Secretary, Nell of the Natlonal Child Development.
Armstrong walked on the moon Study, which has kept track of their
and 10,000 11-year-otds — all born In - lives every decade for 60 years.
asingle week in 1958 —wrote essays  This year, thase baby boomers
wmed 60 and, here, five of them
Either about to leave prlmary to BETH HALE about how their
school, or newly arrived at tmldhood dreams have matched
secondaries —they described their  up to half a century of reality.

I still regret
money woes
killed off my
ideal career

JACKIE ADK!NE lm.l as she re-reads
the it constituted her

‘I workin nhﬂxdremandloohngrm

AS A giri growing up at a time when men
and women had roles,
hospna---obsessed Sally Seth-! smlkn
assumed she would become a nurse.

‘1 am sitting in a ward on night duty {
DainSiakingly peat ey = st except

I essay — n
the fact that staff nurse has been
scored through with a single line and
replaced with ‘sister’.

It was only later, while at her smalf
comprehensive school in Cumbria,
Salty. reallsed she might be able to

-ome

My mum was a nurse and my
dad was a doctor, so | was always
vu'vlnter&edhmedluistuﬂ.
1 used to have a permanent
haspital for my dolis and
teddles set up in my bedroom,

wimlwmﬂddowardrounds,
check their temperature and
stuff like that.

‘As fong as | could remem-
ber, | had wanted to be a
nurse and then
sald to me “You be
clevér enough to

But a seed had been
planted and Sally,
\.A'raho slett;;;i In

lampshire, has now
been a GP for 30 years.
Two of her children
are afso doctors, and

o o)

End(hercmdﬂooddreumofawnﬂd'

, ‘the Russlans
countries' and ‘Hlewhole wnrid
Isru out of food'.

‘Itis. som,sodnly‘&ogﬂcauy?m
ecologically aware what I'm
lonate about now, but | had no idea
1 had that sort of lmdersknndlng or

ﬂmngmswbenlwnslzrstnsqs.

But as eloguent as is, Sally's
reucollectlnns of thﬂt time are
Notlomuym‘m'ﬂwrmnm

Enghnd Is like Swnzerlaml wml no
longer nve

essay, imi
suicide. She had discovered
that nd was having

younger:
Immediately uprooted
taken to Cumbria by
thelr father, who never
discussed thelr

together what
had happened
In their parents’

mid-20s before |

coutd Ik about
it,' says Sally, who
has been married to her

second husband Nigel, an
electronics engineer, for
nearly 20 years.

lives. | was proba-
bly well Iato my

Bally Mall, Tuesday, May 8, 2018
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My dream was
dashed but I
still feel like
that little boy

NIGEL WAKEFORD was a clever child
‘who passed -plus and became the first

Tils 11-pl
in his family to go to school.
o e e,
siblings and parents. My dad married at 18
and e did lots of differ-

WHS W class.
ent things, and ended up doing admin for a
bus x.lti;n‘rcclllu igel. ‘Hut if he had
tenbobrn  pocket he'd take us out on
the w;ekend There w;re jsnuj.ng trips,

Aged 11,
at 25 he wrote: ‘T do not &
spend much time at home because I ‘
travel a lot abroad. At the moment I
have a job es corpral (sic) in A
There is 4 lot of drill end hard work in It
but we do have some pleasure time we
go to the pictures and have dances."
, Nigel's dreams of joining the
~Forcel were not t0 be.

Leaving school at 16, he did |

attempt to join the RAF. T went to | W Sussex;, with his wife Caroline, &
crottment office in Brighton b,

end did ell the exams, I was nldl B His hobby Is classlc cars —

one e best andhe‘sbeennnMGOWne
prehen:!on test papers th
eyer

then I went fnz e
medical and falled because d
a minor e e derect,

T stﬂl feel much you.ngei

than I am, I've never lost

that. Mmtll\y T'm still 12
Optimist: Nigel Wakeiord
retains his boyish

nellsh and Maihs
Fet hin EngUSh u.nd Ml 5
evels a year early, he spent

the workday

Pictiores: JAMES CLARKE/ RHIAN AP GRUFFYDD KERRY DAVIES
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ash mc)whenlhmesavedu some i
qgrmnem:ﬁ ema her youngest son works Nursing ambition: Sal;
with fri h?lgﬁclothes ona In finance. She has two Seth-Smith is now a G,
S oay i e e otesio e B 5, "_"'"'""!m——__.m i f
R e R , grind even then!
ne grandson. She wonders whether ghe
T ety e a0 T ety S ’
TR il gtmmratioenss QI ] kmew was that Ididn't |  sar oo mepned e oo
un.vx:nuﬂe.‘lmcftocutmymhﬂr his essay. lo\warumolmsa fallen out of love
:nwm nlmmngd 1 E;“d to nan-lyb Wﬂungnbauth!:ﬁmwn qgufe he with his job.
ssin ors. scho el
s i o Lt reieines. want to be like my father He SSIE o slarm clock s for e
ou do my. Mng rornm" or“mnyouput dresser —but Jackie says: ‘Once I got inf named Jane, a new surnam
L]:fhe meﬂ h’e S o ge cycle ureumlng ixmney, it was so hnrd (Bugm:nmne)‘ a house in wn!aa uprooted them all tonearby have children and for them to be A
odesdon, HErtiorashire ong of the IOkl IeR BAncing atcr the bisth of her The new sumarie and life in Wales g ememben makingla Loy iand thate whatibaghaps
-new. prehensives and was second child and since then has dane were, he suspects, because he B D O amlERIOt e Vo WM 0]
among the first year to start when it. everything from selling candies w e mawwuposﬂhle gaing to be like my father, e saya. ' early retirement before setting.up
ed in: 1968, D csun.ng K:r parties ang from Harwich, Essex, where M! ﬂm‘]udm&'foumlin “ﬁ‘é“““m hl.:g for. m.umn he dled in 2003, a
Lo MATN place (o sluay aLsic m"‘"‘f reaiimenticompany; parents ran & café and sweet shop. s ar o Oin he weem'ttall nough  year atec Steves mother.
cofee when, aged 15, uticodeyinferaurseryilona PBieve's father was an sicoholle andthat he would struggle to "z'uur last year I learned a lot
her nts moved t0 Sussex, ﬁn tumour in her stomach, who could put away a bottle of the exams he needecl. about him,” says Steve. 'I sto]
8¢ fbind hersell workihg & ﬂ“ﬁm-‘imﬂﬁ fagiiaigiit e o e VTRl Insiead, several years later, he h‘md'*'“" 20 mne: ko e
ank because her parents her builder husband with his T\ Wams Fabe e Says Steve! e ‘"m&zﬁ R mim he n 108 b Mg e
could z‘%r, uzmsz books from thseh- home in who now lives in Eastbourne with to pass his vocational exams, ich he had never done, g ‘and Eng| K
ot T e i Sl e ks | (g e re sty U oo i i Fout vt on-the e of | L Foul who contesses e e hod o
attack and died when we couldn't, do when the this other person. St brighi afier LU S e T TR Shobbe A Kant four | rewarding working ife, still ives on
ek vas juse 10,5 jridstvere}youngengatie kool was hise misrane Bteve. After leaving home at o tay biter. What SIS T yoURGEr halt 7 With fitness Instructor wife
income was even more says. ‘I'm off to S o Sl ol B et B (Dot bo stay. m s parents — G Amanda and works part-time at the
ntiel and thoughts dam s00n, gning toroa T hoes e ey Slever e suys. ey dpe sn‘t hnve o herd ree-beﬂ-oom Mall. One son has followed in
ogoing Soshdinsviamibodtiouy in my 1if b 23, througn IVE, - il father's footsteps, one s a
et nd gkt my life. I think today someone now ho ] cmmtmummmwmﬂor 7 ‘and the third has
She remains wistful Jear.welare hoping to o %‘!’bﬂvech% nJ m rt W manufacturer. memmm
about the career that Cuba.’ Apeaschod 1o qualifica- i 4 th nll my ul's graft and
mi e been tions Agdm-';, %;"dﬁ h v?lilen'l ‘;'ﬂ'l;tff ln a differ- 1 in a nearby care home.
stillioute) heNETOWIzUD Al ool mtume have gone . Deadline: Paul Hoggins
: For Jackle Ad & farm Jabourer, uni was_structure,
her da?xght:l;znﬁdno‘;mf mamlty l:ameﬁrgns’ hiu fﬂ"h" went bankrupt lnd tojibe ihappy, i LLIVGEE LD nut gliehvasia & ” Joined'thsilocal paper
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At 1], these kids
tried to predict
their future. Did
they get it right?

In 1969 10,000 children were asked to write
essays predicting what lay ahead. Three of
them, now 60, tell Damian Whitworth how
those hopes and dreams matched reality

ne girl predicted 8 + would change her lifé.
environmental 3 1 The daughter of a
on Earth 1 1 doctor and a nurse, she
and colonies on the | | imagined that at 25 she
OO | 1 would be a nurse, married to & doctor,
wantedtobea 1 } with one child and another on the
nurse and go riding 1 1 Way.
at Ope | 1 Men first walked on the moon that
anxious boy hoped his children | | year, and Sally imagined that 14 years
would have the happy childhood he | 1 hence there would be a 2,000-strong
‘had been deprived of. A | colony.of moon dwéllers and Russia
In 1969 more than 10,000 ll-year- 1 ! would n 0 fonger be a threat to other
ek 1008 o P | | “heny jears before Margaret Thatcher
e M If I had ! took office she forecast that Britain
would howhre;;d'lhey were 25. The | had a mce i ;ould hir\ve dm::fd t:he monn;r:gy in
children, wha tu 60 last month, + favour of joint rule by a man
were part of Ihembgfi(onélbs 5 , early hfe g wosrlr;an w]wﬂ' ;d m;g dtizzenséﬂn -
Development S N which ' e recently reae essay af
become one of the world’s most I don’t | the first time in almost 50 years. “] had
useful long-term examinations of how 3 mixed jons. [t was sad, poignant. |
people five their lives. The essays were tllmk I d | suppose because of whal happened to
written at the request of researchers. me days afte
Since the initial birth survey of : have d()lle | Ssl] ’s mother had discovered that
17,000 babies there have been nine N ll her. husband (Sally’s father) had been
“sweeps” of the 1958 cohort to collect | AAS W | having an affair with one of her
information on econ v 1 fri Three days after Sally’s
e R o e e
physi lopment, employment i ers' ir
family life, health beha H mother disappeared. Sally worried
social parbdpauon and that she was somehow responsible
attitu is provides seams juse a yS re
ttitudes. Thi id of becal few days before she had

data that are mined by institutions
ell over the world. In the latest

refused to lay the table. “T thought,
'l?h, it's my fault because ] wouldn't

sweep in 2013-14 9,000 people .
A week later her mother’s body was
'The cohort, which turned out to found in her car. She had taken an
be broadly upwardly mobile, is most overdose. “Sadly, she had been
famous for. providing the data that planning it... for the day after my

showed that smoking during
cut babies’ weight and

brother’s bulhduy did his

pregnancy. and everything” Her father did not
increased the risk of infant death. tell her or her three brothers that
The group members provide their thelr mother had committed suicide,

| just that she'd died. “] was in shock

~~=="" for a long time. [ didn't speak for at

least a month,” she says.

three contributors have agreed to E The family moved to Cumbria
discuss their essays and how their 'whﬂeherfnthetjoineduﬂl’
childhood hopes and dreams | “I'am gure he was escaping
maiched the reality of the “his past” She had three

subsequent haif-century. stepmothers, the first of whom also

made a suicide attempt. “ can

ey Jrememberb wm'mnf}h‘;l“’
golng to an Iwas
Sally Seth-Smith about 5 ] used to wait at home. [
% Sally,whosees:yispackedwhh thought she needed somebody to
imaginative predictions, = ‘hang around.”
three days befou a fmuly mgedy that The truth about how her mother

she
remark at school and an aunt
blurted something out. “For years [
couldr't even say ‘suicide”” She then

her two
elder brothersiif they had knowr.
"Thaydidnnd,likcme.foundout
accidentally and never said anything.
lt‘badlfﬁulltﬂnngwmwewrﬂl.
mother

our
wubdmldidn'tlaxrwunﬁilmﬂd
understand.”

She never discussed the subject with
her father. “You couldn'ttalk to him,
He was difficult, grumpy. I think he
felt really guilty. I think the four of us
felt a bit responsible for him. [t

| wife. “I would not want to be some
! whocxrdedonwkhnegnﬂvefedh
ler daughter, Alice, 33, i xsa]um(
doctormdhasabehym eld
son, Max, 31, is also a junior doctor
and has a baby daughter. Hector, 2
works in commercial finance.
The essay suggests that she has.
‘become, at least in part, the womai
that the Il-year-old Sally imagined
sent it to my kids and husband and
they said, ‘It's amazing because it ks
medical, really concerned about th

probably biighted his life environment and political. It is so y»
Sally does not remember being

unhappy and believes her father was e e

unwavering in his love for his children.

“We are ail pretty stable, rounded Steve Christmas

‘fumans who have made good Steve wrote that he wanted to be a

and become and married with childr

members of society” His hope was that his kids would *
Soon after she turned 11 someone well and be happy”. He planned to

told her she was clever enough tobea | change his name.

doctor. “I remember thinking, ‘Girls

. aren't doctors, girls are nurses.’” Her

father wanted her to have the same
education as her brothers, but when

* she went to a boarding school in York
headmistress

for her sixth-form, her
tried to deter her fram studying
medicine because it would be “very

| difficult” for a woman. “That outraged
+ and motivated me. [ wanted to be a
' doctor and 1 carried on until  was”

s
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|
i
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|
|
|
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|
i
i
1
i
|
|
|
i
|
|
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met her husband. They eventually
settled in where she has
been a GP for. 30 years and is
prominent in local medical politics.
They had three children, but the

pai

ot of thoughls about my father's
treatment of women — was that why
my mother killed herself and dxdldo
something wrong? We get on fine now
and we really tried not to damage our
three children, but 1 struggled for a.
long time mthmyfedmgsnnum."
She took antidepressants, had

“] didn't want:to be the person {
was," he says. “My dad was a bit of
ogre. He was an alcoholic. I was ab
five when his mum died. He starte

rinking and didn't stop. Then life |
really tough. Wehad a café anda s
and he kept me up to one o'clock it
the morning washing up,”

Steve’s father would verbally abu
him and his half-sister (his mother
daughter by a previous reationshi
and assauit his mother. “He would
take swings at her when he was dn
and apologise the next day.

“My friends were living nice fam
Tives. All { did at school was worry
about how life was going to pan ou
and what I was going to do if my
parents were suddenly taken away.

Steve grew up in Essex, although
family later moved to the south co:
His parents lost their business and
were declared bankrupt. Steve did
leave home until he was 3L °] staye
tnpmtzctmymum

He understands why his 11-year-
self wanted to be a policeman. “Wi
yoit are a policeman you are
somebody. You go to work and it’s

THETIMES | Monday April 30 2018 et

Sally Seth-Smiith. Above left: Clnire
Davis. Belaw left: Steve Christmas

structured and you're respected.” He
built a very successful career as an
insurance salesman, then as an
independent financial adviser,
to create security for his

wife, Sue, and their daughter, Emma.

He never went on holiday when he
was young, but he has taken Emma on
numercus long-haul trips, “I've given
her all those things 1 never had.” She is
now a cabin crew member for an
airline. Steve retired at 50 and runs a
will-writing business. “If I had had a
nice early life [ gon't think I'd have

done as well. 1 learnt from my parents’

mistakes. I could have gone the way of
my dad, but I haver't. I have a glass of
wine, but | can take it or leave it”

At the end of his life his father
apologised. “He gave me a big cuddle,
whichbedneverdombdnre.and

said: ‘I'm sorry 1 have treated you all
50 badly! [ forgave him, Not
everything runs smoothly in life."

EEmm——ny
Claire Davis

As a child Claire wanted tobe a vet. In |

Ter 1l-year-old essay, however, she
said she wanted to be a hospital

gs company. She wrote that he

b was a doctor, 50 when Claire read the

24P PR 08 T TATS: VL WARTLEY R VE 1S

SRS

| the wrong girl. Then she saw beyond
| the little fictions. “I realised there were
' connections between what [
! had written and my family."
1 She had an idyllic childhood in the

| Suffolk countryside, climbing trees,
' | rescuing injured hedgehogs and

1 boating on the county’s waterways.
| Her mother was a teacher and her
4 father later retrained as one. “My
| parents ptobably gave me ambitions to
| work with peopie and have a job
>whueyoucmﬂdmakendxﬁ«mm

art. thoughtthaﬂouse degree
wiﬂﬂnmdﬂmwoddbcamulygmd‘
hnppy t in with

23E7
i .
§ 2gl
g
ith

family
She never sought a job with a
+ matron’s level of responsibility. “A
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What can we learn from the language used by STUDIES
11-year-olds about their future?

A% Social mobility
A @ Cognition

A @ Physical activity
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National Child Development Study  CENTREFOR
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A Longitudinal birth cohort study of all babies born in a single L -
week in GB =2 |
» SN

- 1

[ L

A Multidisciplinary content spanning social and biomedical
4

1958 1965 1969 1974 1981 1991 2000 2003 2004 2008 2013 -

17,415 15,425 15,337 14,654 12,537 11,469 11,419 9,377 9,534 9,790

9,137



Generating topics from essays

Topic= A group of highly related words and phrases.

boat‘é"é‘tdch

h
wa tgp L mgf. sh

Iasﬂg}af- shing ™
boatsriver

side

Nl am twenty filve ye
sports shop. My hobbies are going fishing
and | like sea fishing best . | go shooting
pheasants and grouse as well and
sometimes | play foot-ball. | live in a flat and
| am going to buy an astin martin and a
small boat and | go sea fishing every
sunday. When | am sea fishing | will be
spinning for mackrel and outherr fish.l will
buy a sports shopbo



Generating topics from essays

Each participant receives a probability score per topic:

Participant 1 Participant 2 Participant 3
topic 1: .05 topic 1: .03 topic 1: .04
topic 2: .02 topic 2: .01 topic 2: .03
topic 3: .01 topic 3: .03 topic 3: .03

& é =

topic 100: .07 topic 100: .05 topic 100: .06
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tennis

team M ch sports s 80

football lay Cricket

matches plg football
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e fishing ™
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motor. boyski
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Girls

. husbandplay
OneTChlld . IoveChlldrentwins
little —gﬂlikes "“r;?lg’look_afteromer
h byearéﬁ'?arried el Iogﬁirnlgs_after
!.IS an next_door school
childdaughter husbands
my_husband_works
give
class ..hushand
scthoor!_ hoys parl'zg"ﬂook_after
teagﬁ%rmgjunior prambabigsaby child
teachersenglish boy
girls . teach
sister
boyboyscalled nurse.-
twinstwo_boys I hnurslngl
Chlldr_encﬁames qsplta d
two_girlst childrens 'r
gir| girls ilidutyPatients

hurses breakfastt€a
octor

cook
sewing
Py, much
swimming .=
dancing lo.cknitting

cooking enjoy
reading

. hairdressers
hairdressing Igirls
set p.eope
CUthairdresser
peopleshair_dresser
ladyshop

hair

readybedwaSh

finished
dinner,",_.

watchmake



Topics by fat h esodasclass at age 11

Higher social class score

very_muchfind

busyenjoy interesting
leadvery_interesting

evenings
my_spare_time

MOTGEhd “babbies  penifriendsharSS
life =< gase =1 u%Wimming
visit, §MOYclub

t juni?l[ceache s

€ac r
moment wisteacherf?ies
main.private teaching english prti]mary
modernfirm school grls >

carshOUSES small

buildinglarge,,:

build " Gesign family
sp ainweeks caravan
sta

yearholiday samimer
christmasholidays
abroad , this_year

collectiony;
stamps pobbies .
smallstamp_collecting
my_spare_time collect
interested stamp

collecting hobby.

trainingpass
studyingcollage

leit_ UNIVErsityens

Years omentstudy
passe

d
college

id far_from .
S%i?e!:_.@a‘v%r)! quiet
villagecottage
small’ country
livingbungalow

live

mile

riding pony

horsesride
I‘Illorse_rldmg

Thow orsesgables
umpin 1 0gs
: sh%v%%?‘%ﬁas ﬁeldg

Lower social class score

wold mack .. wod ham

frenthent  SOME._times SOW SUMiow

becouse gk football . S@ “wu%wenmitd
etin witch h .
get g"défrendé L erma|ngwark wilg®  hav
go ca“. S
eSd ar |l
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waed
. ) 25 am_25_years
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A have a good job as an engineer and live on the outskirts of the

town. | own a large house and equipment for astronomy which is my
favourite hobby. | have a camera, cine-camera, projector, flash-gun

and ot her equi pment for use I n ph
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Nl AM Now 25 vy e diderlgoioWortViAt Sevea b |
o.clock in the morning and come home at five o.clock When | Get
home Iin the Evening | have My dinner and the Watch T.V. and after

| go to bed Then at Seven o.clock | go to Work A man comes for

me at twelve o.clock | have Some thing to
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Topics predictive of higher future income
(women, including survey controls)
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Do essays predict cognitive function?

CENTRE FOR
LONGITUDINAL
STUDIES




