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INTRODUCTION

This NCDS Data Note reports on work done to extend the range of the occupation data
available for the fifth follow-up of the National Child Development Study (NCDS5) by coding
details of industry for current/most recent occupation of the NCDS cohort member. This work
was undertaken by Denise Brown and Peter Shepherd of the User Support Group, and this note
was prepared by Peter Shepherd. It is hoped that the information provided below may be of
value to others analysing NCDS data.

A brief introduction to NCDS will be followed by an account of the problems encountered in
the original occupation data and their resolution. Revised occupation data are also provided.

NATIONAL CHILD DEVELOPMENT STUDY

The National Child Development Study (NCDS) is a continuing, multi-disciplinary
longitudinal study which takes as its subjects all those living in Great Britain who were born
between 3 and 9 March, 1958.

Following the initial birth survey in 1958 - the Perinatal Mortality Survey (PMS) - there have
been, to date, five attempts to trace all members of the birth cohort in order to monitor their
physical, educational and social development. These were carried out by the National
Children's Bureau in 1965 (NCDSI), 1969 (NCDS2), 1974 (NCDS3), and 1981 (NCDS4); and
by the Social Statistics Research Unit, City University in 1991 (NCDS5). In addition, in 1978,
details of public examination entry and performance where obtained from schools and colleges.

For the PMS information was obtained from the mother and from medical records by the
midwife. For NCDSI-3, information was obtained from: parents (by health visitors); head
teachers and class teachers (who completed questionnaires); medical examination (carried out
by the schools health service); and the subjects themselves (who completed tests of ability and,
latterly, questionnaires).

NCDS4 differs in that information was obtained from the subject by survey research
interviewer, and from the 1971 and 1981 Censuses - from which variables describing area of
residence were taken. Similarly, NCDS5 also relied on survey research interviewers to collect
information from subjects. Self-completion questionnaires were also used to gather data from
NCDS subjects and from husbands, wives, and cohabitees. In addition, for a random sample
of one in three subjects, information was collected for all natural or adopted children who
were living with them. Data were gathered from the children themselves, and from their
mother, or mother-figure (Who might be the cohort member, or their spouse or partner), using
a series of age-specific assessments of cognitive and behavioural development. These were
supplemented by a mother interview, and by interviewer observations of mother-child
interaction.

During EXAMS survey, information was obtained only from schools and colleges by postal
survey.

In addition information has also been gathered during a number of NCDS Special Sub-studies
for samples of cohort members selected for their particular characteristics. They include studies



of children in care, adoptive children, gifted children, the children of one-parent families,
handicapped school leavers, and those suffering from epilepsy, respiratory problems, and
Crohn's disease.

Data available for research

The data from the NCDS follow-ups are held by the ESRC Data Archive at the University of
Essex and on-line at Manchester Computing. Access to the data is open to anyone interested,
although intending users are asked to commit themselves to ensuring that confidentiality is
observed, and to inform the NCDS User Support Group about their proposed use of the data
and any resulting publications, etc.

The Data Archive also hold data from a number of special sub-studies where additional data has
been gathered for samples of cohort members selected for their special characteristics or
circumstances.

User Group

This is open to all users of NCDS data. It provides opportunities for users to get together to
explore developments, problems, and other issues of mutual interest. Ad hoc "Updates" on
NCDS data and developments are circulated to members.

Membership is free on application to the NCDS User Support Group.

User Support Group

This provides advice and guidance on the use of NCDS data; produces documentation; collates
and disseminates information on uses of the data, publications, and other developments;
produces and distributes a newsletter and working papers; provides access to non-computerised
NCDS data; collects additional information; and services the User Group.

Addresses

The User Support Group can be contacted by post, 'phone, fax, or email as shown below:

Post: NCDS User Support Group
Centre for Longitudinal Studies
Institute of Education
University of London
20 Bedford Way
London
WCIH 0AL

Tel: (0)20 7612 6860

Fax: (0)20 7612 6880

Email: ncds@cls.ioe.ac.uk

Web: http://www.cls.ioe.ac.uk/Neds/nhome.htm



INDUSTRY FOR NCDSS5 CURRENT/LAST JOB
Background

During the NCDSS5 Interview cohort members were asked for details of their employer in order
that information about industry in which they worked could be added to the data set.
Information gathered in relation to the current or most recent job has now been coded using
both the 1980 and the 1992 Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) and will shortly be made
available to users through the ESRC Data Archive.

Coding procedures
Following the completion of the NCDSS5 survey, responses to questions concerning
employment, including job title, work done, and the nature of the employer’s business were
keyed to disk. For the purposes of the coding of industry the coder was provided with a PC
database (an Rbase application) which displayed all the details recorded for each cohort
member. The coder was required to allocate a unique code for both the 1992 and 1980 SIC
drawing on all the information provided and with the following priorities:

1. The x where information supplied was sufficient

2. The y where 1 was not possible

3. The z where 1 and 2 were not possible

4. A code indicating why 1-3 were not allocated (“Does not apply”/”Not answered”/
“Insufficient information™).

The majority of the coding was undertaken by Denise Brown and was subsequently checked by
Peter Shepherd.

Coding frames

Summaries of the 1992 and 1980 Standard Industrial Classifications are provided in
Apendices 1 and 2 below. For full details see:

o Central Statistical Office (1992) Standard Industrial Classification of economic
activities 1992. London: HMSO.

o Central Statistical Office (1981) Standard Industrial Classification, revised 1980.
London: HMSO.

Format of codes

The format of codes employed for NCDSS5 differs slightly from that used by the 1991 and 1980
SIC. The format of the coding employed is as follows:



SIC Code NCDSS5 Code

1991 SIC xx xx/n XxXxxn
XX XX xxxx0
1980 SIC  xxxx Xxxx

NB: Coding is as detailed as information supplied would permit. Trailing "0"s (eg: xxx00,
xx000) indicate that information was insufficient to allow more detailed coding.

Availability of data

The "Industry" data for the NCDS cohort member's Current/Most recent job as recorded during
the NCDS5 survey in 1991 ia available as and SPSS "portable" format dataset. A summary of
the contents of the dataset is given in Table 1 below. Additional details are given in Appendix
3.

Table 1: Summary of contents of the NCDSS “Industry” dataset

SERIAL NCDS Serial Numbers
SIC92  SIC 1992 - xx.xx/1=xxXxxX
SIC80  SIC 1980 - XXXX=XXXX

The dataset is available to researchers on application to the NCDS User Support Group.

Ultimately, this dataset will be included on the NCDS1-5 SIR Data Base.



Appendix 1: Standard Industrial Classification of Economic Activities 1992 (SIC 1992)

See: Central Statistical Office (1992) Standard Industrial Classification of economic activities
1992. London: HMSO
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Appendix 2: Standard Industrial Classification (Revised 1980) DIVISIONS and
CLASSES

See: Central Statistical Office (1981) Standard Industrial Classification, revised 1980.
London: HMSO
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Construction

DISTRIBUTION, HOTELS AND CATERING; REPAIRS

Wholesale distribution (except dealing in scrap and waste materials)
Dealing in scrap and waste materials

Commission agents

Retail distribution

Hotels and catering

Repair of consumer goods and vehicles

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION

Railways

Other inland transport

Sea transport

Air transport

Supporting services to transport

Miscellaneous transport services and storage not elsewhere specified
Postal services and telecommunications

BANKING, FINANCE, INSURANCE, BUSINESS SERVICES AND LEASING
Banking and finance

Insurance, except for compulsory social security

Business services

Renting of movables

Owning and dealing in real estate

OTHER SERVICES

Public administration, national defence and compulsory social security

Sanitary services

Education

Research and development

Medical and other health services: Veterinary services
Other services provided to the general public
Recreational services and other cultural services
Personal services

Domestic services

Diplomatic representation, international organisations, allied armed

forces
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Appendix 3: Summary of the contents of the NCDS5 SIC dataset

Portable file: sic.tl.exp

File label: NCDS5: SIC for Current/Most Recent Job - UNCHECKED TEST DATA!
Variables: 3

Number of cases: 7,207

File size: 1,616 records (129,280 bytes)

Defined Variables

SERIAL SIC92 SIC80

Name Position Label

SERIAL 1 NCDS Serial Numbers
SIC92 2 SIC 1992 - xx.xx/1l=xxxxx
SIC80 3 SIC 1980 - XXXX=XXXX

Data dictionary
Name

SERIAL NCDS Serial Numbers
Print Format: A7
Write Format: A7

SIC92 SIC 1992 - xx.xx/1=xxXXXX
Print Format: F5
Write Format: F5

Value Label
-3 Does not apply
-2 Not answered
-1 Insufficient information

SIC80 SIC 1980 - xXXXX=XXXX
Print Format: F4
Write Format: F4

Value Label
-3 Does not apply
-2 Not answered
-1 Insufficient information
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