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: This working paper is dedicated to Jane Steedman who devised the devilish
: derived recodes, introducing me to research in the process, and who sent me
this card for Christmas 1982.
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If version one of the faile gchoel exams derived variable (where CSE
entries and failures are excluded) is cross-tabulated by highest

qualification obtained (table”&) it can be seen that the position seen
in table 5 is now reversed, in that those with no failures tend to be-

more hlghly qualified than those with failures.

7. Schooltexams failure and_post—school education failure

The paﬁtern of schoolbexe@inations failure described in this paper
is very different from that of failure on post-school courses, as
- described in Working Paper 27. But what is the relationship between
school examinations failure on s?bsequent, post-school education courses?
Are people who have been unsuccessful in school exams more likely to be
unsuccessful in' education courses after school? ' As table 9 shows, while
those with some school exams fails are a little more likely than those
with no school faiiures to have subsequently been unsuccessful on a post-
school course, they are also’ more likely to have a successful post-school
course; over a thlrd (347%:- 32% with no unsuccessful courses and 27
with both)“of those with somesschool exams failures had undertaken a
successful post?school course;“while only a quarter (ZBZ with no unsuccessful
courses and 27 with bo;h) of those with no school éxams‘failures had
undertaken a successful post-school course. However, if CSE results are
excluded in the definition of failed school exams as in table 10 (where
“ver81on one of the derived varlable is used) those with no school exams
;kfa11ures can be seen to be d01ng a little better than those who have
fa11ures, on this measure over. ‘half (52%Z: - 47% with no unsuccessful courses
and SZ w1ch both) of those w1th no failures have successfully undertaken
,post~school educatzon courses, compared to only 447 (417 with no
unsuccessful courses and 3% with both) of those who had failed some GCE
or SCE exam1nat10ns. Of course, as was seen earlier, those who were not
entered for any 'school examinations are not very likely to undertake

. post-school courses - only 6% of those not entered for CSE GCE or SCE '

exams at school had done so..

8. Further Wdrk

This paper has confirmed that the experienced of failing school

L aan

examinatipns is” common for a large proportion of the NCDS sample who were
entered for them. School exams failure is the norm, rather than the

exception, and does not seem to have any particular effect on sebsequent

academic success.
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Furtheﬁ work on this theme could examine further the relationship

between number and type of exams entered and failure in school exams;
the‘type of school attended and failure; failure in various subjects
(failure rates are much higher in some subjects, such as maths, than they

in others, such as English); failure rates and attainment in tests of

reading and mathematics at age 16; failure rates and social background

-

factors (Ives, 1980 showed that children from working class homes weére
less likely to be entered for exams than children from the middle

, \
classes) and a look at failure rates by region.
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- Table | Missing exams data by reading test score at 16

)( ‘}i‘:.‘?'il‘otal no. - | (LW‘“" Scare (\/\nj}}"ﬂﬂ)

middle

fifth
7

84

. of exams ' Bottom next
‘entered fifth fifth
Y 4 Z
None . 38 13
bne or more Pl 77
; ) i
" No exams data 11 R
e |
X © Total (N+1.¢010) 1695 1738
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NCDS II1 data

12 (1519)
75 (9379)

13 (1640)



Table 2 Failed school exams versions 1, 2 and 3

Version |

A

Version 2

Version 3

(N) % (N) y4 (N)
|
T
‘ _ﬁ  Negative scores 7 (319) 8 (363) 0 (-)
X o(no féil’isf) 15 (712) 30 (1379) 81 aaﬁ? (AL
| ) o 20 (921 18 (817)—— ¥ 524..__[
2 17 (812) 78% 14 (638) 627 4 210 192
3 L3 (619) 0 (474) 2 100
1 4 10 (450) 7 (346)- 0.6 30
54 : 18 (837 14 (653)— 0.2 12
: Total | 100 (4670) 100 (4670) 100 (4670)
ﬂ; . 3
No. exams data 1379 1379 1379
as pc;stu-:hool 0 levels 1378 1378 1378
0 GCE or CSE entered 5111 5111 5111
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Table 4 Failed school exaﬁs,‘version 4 by experience post-school

education, |

education, training and apprenticeship

e .

 'j«f4'f': . ' No fails Somejfails ' No-entry‘
L 1 i
;i Apprenticeship or training only 34 30 31
!
Apprenticeship or training and
education . ‘ 8 12 3
Ll ; ‘
- Post-School education only - 22 29 4
No ﬁdsthéhoél training or
1 apprenticeship ‘ 35 28 62
]
| © Total (N=100%) 2086 5536 1530

/%ﬁ;y’ 62433572365'63505'
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Table 5 Failed version 4 by highest qualification obtained .
on an education or training course.
! ‘ No fails Some fails’ No entry
A level and above 3 45
0 leveld and equivalent 30 32 9
Below O level . T 37 . 18 7
i ‘:‘No qualificatiion ‘ - 5 79
 Total (N=100%) 2059 5536 1527
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-;. Type of entry No fails some. fails No entry Overall
' A % 7.
No entryi 0 0 100 17
. CSE only 75 25 0 32
‘CSE pius others 10 39 0 26
. No CSE entries 16 35 0 25
" Total (N= 1007) 2088 5539 1530 9157
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Table 6 Failed school exams, version 4 by entry for CSE examination
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‘Table 7 Failed'échool exams, version 4 by number

of exams entered

" Number of exams
. entered

. No fails
%

;Some fails
Y4

No entry Overall
4 . z

No entry

1-4

. 5-8

9+

36

48

16

15
36

49

100 117

Total (N=100%)
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Table 8 Failed school exams (version 1) by highest qualification obtained
on an education, training or apprenticeship course.

[

|
i

No fails Some fails No entry %
A 7 oz
< ‘} .
' A level and above » 65 52 12
0 level b 34 30 26
Below O level 0.7 6 34
/ No qualification - ' 2 28
SEES i !
" Total (N=1002) 712 4080 5111

*This version does not take CSEs into account, so the "no entry" category
includes those entered for CSEs only.
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‘Table 9 Failed school

exams, version 4 by Failure on

post—-school education

courses.

Post-school courses

School exams failure

No fails . Some fails No entry
% | 4 z

No post—-school education 71 60 94

courses
Unsuccessful post-

school courses only 4 6 2
Successful and

unsuccessful’ post-

school courses 2 2 0.5
Successful courses only 23 32 4
Total (N= 100%) 2042 5398 1518
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Table 10-Failed school exams, version | by failure on post school educaﬁion

courses.
‘ S¢éhool exams failure ]
L o : No fails . Some fails . No entry*
b1 . Post-school courses ‘ % % %
K : |
D
Z|fl . -
R |
" | No post-school education _
courses = 42 49 84
ST TN - :
jijUnsbccéséful post-school '
R RN ~education courses only 7 7 4
“ Sucéessful %nd‘unsuccessful ;
post~schqol courses 5 3 1
i Suc¢essfdl§pbstf§chool
| coursesfdnlyW3 : 47 41 9
; . Total (N= 100%) . 693 3525 5111
. o I |
| pkyu | %See footnote to table 8
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