
Millennium Cohort Study 

Summary of Content for Sweeps 1-7 

Below we provide an overview of the content of the surveys from sweeps 1 through 7. 

Year 2001/02 2003/04 2005/06 2008/09 2012/13 2015/16 2018/19 

Age 9 months 3 5 7 11 14 17 

Mode* F2F & Self 
completion 
(CASI) 

F2F, Self-
completions 
(CASI & paper) 

F2F, Self-
completions 
(CASI & 
paper) 

F2F, Self-
completions 
(CASI & 
paper) 
Teacher 
postal  

F2F, Self-
completions 
(CASI & 
paper) 
Teacher 
postal 

F2F & Self 
completion 
(CASI) 
 

F2F & Self 
completion (CASI 
& paper) 
CAWI 
 

Respondents Parents Parents 
Cohort member  
Older siblings 

Parents 
Cohort 
member 
Older siblings 

Parents 
Cohort 
member 
Teacher 

Parents 
Cohort 
member 
Teacher 

Parents 
Cohort member 

Parents 
Cohort member 

Questionnaire 
topics: 
 

Early years: 
Household   
Family Context  
Pregnancy& birth 
Childcare 
Child &family activities  
Child behaviour 
Parenting  
Child Health  
Parent’s Health  
Employment, Education & Income 
Housing & Local Area 
Social & Community Context  
Parent self-completion 

Primary School years: 
Household  
Family Context  
Early Education, schooling & childcare 
Child & Family Activities 
Child behaviour 
Parenting  
Child Health  
Parent’s Health  
Employment, Education and Income  
Housing & Local Area 
Social and Community Context  
Parent self-completion 
 
Cohort member self-completion (Age 7): 
daily lives, activities, school, friendships,  
parents 
 
Cohort Member Self-completion (Age 11): 
daily lives, activities, school, friendships, parents 
smoking & drinking alcohol, bullying, anti-social 
behaviour 

Household   
Family Context  
Schooling  
Family Activities   
Child behaviour 
Parenting  
Child Health  
Parent’s Health  
Employment, 
Education 
&Income 
Housing & Local 
Area 
Parent’ self-
completion 
 
Cohort member 
self-completion: 
Activities 
Views & values 
School & future 
Identity 

Household 
Socio economic 
Education & 
academic 
qualifications 
Employment & 
income  
Physical & mental 
health Wellbeing 
(including diet & 
body image) 
Relationships 
(family & 
romantic/sexual) 
Behaviours 
(including risky & 
antisocial) 
Personality 
Attitudes 
Time & risk 
preferences 



Friendships, 
family & 
relationships  
Things might 
have experienced 
or done (including 
antisocial & risky 
behaviours) 
Body, health & 
feelings 
Personality 

Identity (incl. 
religious & sexual) 
 
 
 
 

Cognitive 
assessments 

NA BAS Naming 
Vocabulary 
Bracken School 
Readiness 
Assessment: 

- Colours 
- Letters 
- Sizes 
- Comparisons 

The story of 
Sally & Ann 
BAS Naming 
vocabulary 
BAS Picture 
Similarities 
BAS Pattern 
Construction 
 

The story of 
Sally & Ann 
Word reading 
Progress in 
Maths 
BAS Pattern 
Construction 
 

BAS Verbal 
Similarities 
CANTAB 
Spatial 
Working 
Memory 
CANTAB 
Cambridge 
Gambling Task 
 

Word Activity 
(cohort member & 
parents) 
CANTAB 
Cambridge 
Gambling Task 
 

Number analogies 

Physical 
Measurements  

NA Height 
Weight 

Height 
Weight 
Waist 
circumference 

Height 
Weight 
Body fat 
Waist 
circumference 
 

Height 
Weight 
Body fat 
 

Height 
Weight 
Body fat 
 

Height 
Weight 
Body fat 
 

Biological 
samples 

NA Saliva sample  NA Collection of 
shed milk teeth 

NA Saliva (for DNA 
extraction and 
genotyping) 
(cohort member & 
natural parents) 

NA 

Other 
measurements 

NA NA NA Activity monitor 
Postal survey of 
teachers 

Postal survey 
of class 
teachers 

Activity monitor 
and Time Use 
Diary 

NA 

Administrative 
records 

Consent to link to administrative records: 
Birth records 

Medical records 
Education records 
Economic records 

Health records 



Police & criminal justice records 

Achieved 
sample size 

18,552 
families 
18,818 
cohort 
members 
 

15,590 families 
15,808 cohort 
members 

15,246 families 
15,460 cohort 
members 

13,857 families 
14,043 cohort 
members  

13,287 
families 
13,469 cohort 
members 

11,726 families 
11,872 cohort 
members 

10,625 families 
10,757 cohort 
members  

*  F2f= Face to face interview; CASI=Computer Aided Self Interview; CAWI= Computer Aided Web Interview  

 


